254               THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN

at least of the method by which they were obtained:
naturally he could not be expected to cover the whole
field, but if, as could hardly fail to happen, his
interest was definitely roused in some one or two of
the great scientific discoverers and discoveries, he
would be a wiser and a happier boy than he is now,
with his compulsory smattering of physics and
chemistry. The glass trade would be the poorer, but
though omelettes cannot be made without breaking
eggs it is quite unnecessary to break test tubes in order
to acquire a real interest in science.

I foresee that I shall have roused the indignation
of all my scientific and mathematical colleagues, but
I beg them not to throw this book aside until they
have learnt what concessions I am prepared to make
on my side. Let me conciliate them, if I can, at
once by saying that if they will let me off algebra I
am prepared to let them off Latin prose. And I am
anxious that the greatness of my concession should be
appreciated. I believe Latin prose to be on the
whole the best single subject which I have ever tried
to teach: it is one of the two subjects on which I
should be ready, if necessary, to elect a classical
scholar. But the Latin prose of which I am think-
ing bears much the same relation to that exacted of
boys in the School Certificate examination as the
higher mathematics bears to my algebra. No noble
subject was ever more basely prostituted to examina-
tion purposes: no distinguished name was ever more
shamelessly misapplied.